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history of thr msT t - s mST 


t0,ns : I* would be most ZT and “W 

c f’ c f”<' with (hi fso ^mdS! h,MSf pare p ®»o.cfc- S 
<>f today, by critics nho ,■■<,.,i t L JSff about ol,r coins 
first co, ns and c|ajm (h v. ^ % art st, c q «,«„>, of our 

ft has been asserted tint the ' * 1 3 ost art 

d0,,ars was tics,,,,;,! by r,St S, OI,e ° f *t 1795 

IJe Saussure decided to , n ' Su,arl - Director 

an<l before he left the \|j m n ,* aut,f - v lhe si >ver coin, 
thousands of the , ww im ?«$ “graved ami 

f d '" tttade tor eaglet h;,r re He 

Dt to the close ,,f O cl l l,ee f ««•<*• I-> om ,„ (v 

age was 1.884 eagles s® of the coin 

31,660 dimes ' AH o( fj '*«£ dollars 

° •"•-"•ge of precious metals " ere ,hr ected solely 

f»ou<lmot, on June l 7 Qr"t 
complaints that the „ ()H ' , ' ' avi "‘t ,K "ml frequent 

,he «i"t were done i f-i 1 "T bW >- struck a, 
number „f the,,, antl ,- (nmd L ! J “»»**<> a 

W't t„„, foundat.ou, andort ered n "' ;t hw " 

and posted a notice to that effect ‘' are 1,1 Mint . 

_ 

***’ oinrt ''o' a* 

abou| facts. There nr ' 1 ,e > kno 'v noting 
ffT but there is a nmterv • tbeir coin ‘ 

M > Mea is that they Se t r^> '"France, 
mrned info bullion In some mmcc " atd >' exported or 
a,,d ,! -at is the reason profit 

nas stopped. - ' C0tI ^ge of Sliver dollars 
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-re ! hat W silver* dollars 

Chief Comer: ? ***' as follows by the 

January 7fj, 9 con ^ 

January 19th,' 8000 .' Two rCSC , r , ved '<f assay 
ebruary J st , 5Soo G „ 

February nth. 730 T * ... ‘ 

March 28th, 2840. One •• ., “ 

assa 7 purpo^s" 0,1 ^''' ,hem "ere reserved for 

| ?£Si r 4 —w 

l* r l » w* ^“SLlHS? ,he iK «w doi- 

£&* S*irw *9•* - 

untrl 1840 with .h,e.xeeIr..f St ,,arS minted' 
f which only one thousand were ‘’Obrechf dollars, 
Together with th, e Cu,n ^- 

,s ,tjhe mystery of th ?^* ter y the 1804 dollar th 

elusive, there ^vere^' 1 lllh ^ NoWmbet 8th in 
F - H-dred * ,.", Fifty-six Thou. O 

*-%» were ZZ , t h,f !, " nUrS «*•* £ 

,lssa ' On June 12th 



























HISTORY OF THE FIRST U. S. MINT 

Six Thousand Seven Hundred and Twenty-eight Quar¬ 
ters were- delivered by the Chief Coiner, one of which 
was reserved. On May ! lth and June 12th Eight Thou- 
sand Two Hundred and Sixty-five Dimes were delivered, 
Tr '.io? 1 '-'”'' reserved Or assay purposes. 

J5* f 04 f' 7 r <l0 “ ar “ the Mint Cabinet Collection 
s w ithout a doubt one of those reserved tor assay and 
^aved by Adam Eckfeldt for the Mint collection of coins 

hLfr, 7 „ ThC M - A - Stick,,t > doihr '.btained by 
h.m from the Mmt m 1842 in exchange for other coins 

S -.J* so ur,( l uestl QnabIy a genuine 1804 dollar. It was 
sod some years ago for thirty-six hundred dollars 
■n* dollar brought the highest price of record for a 
silver com of the first Mint* of the United States and 
entitles if to be called the gem of our silver coinage Th* 

t ^T e 7 ent ho!ds the record of seven htin- 

in 1792 3 C ° |,per COin ’ 11 WaS made at the 

Among tne explanations concerning the 1804 dollar 
are the following: 

birst, that they were not coined in 1804. 

Second, that they were dated 1803. 

Hurd, that they were all lost at sea. 

Fourth that they were all exported to the Far East. 

Sixth, that they were sent to the Mediterranean and 

. Seventh, that the fiscal year of the Mint was not a 
calendar vear and therefore confused year dates This 

, ' haVe ' hat H :: In: fi,t u> 

hscovery will be made that will satisfactorily unravel 

matists ioi America. 
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The fact that the minting of silver dollars was sud¬ 
denly discontinued certainly makes it appear that it was 
useless to continue their coinage for some special reason 
that applied to them only, or at least to a much greater 
extent than other silver coins. 

If the account books of the Bank of the United States 
are still extant it is highly probable they could shed 
some light on the problem. 

Director Moore, in his annual rij»>rt <d January 1, 
1827, stated, ‘ The coinage <>t halt dollars in preference 
generally to that of the dollar was adopted in the year 
1805, on a suggestion, it is understood, from a source 
entitled to the highest respect, that this form of silver 
coin would impose a beneficial restraint on its exit from 
the country. The effect, it is believed, has justified this 
preference and offers still an adequate motive for adher- 
| ing to it.” 

The silver dollar output report of the Mint for the 
year 1805 is explainable as follows: On June 3, 1805, 
the United States Bank deposited 25,971 oz. 15 dwt. 
gross, which contained by Assayers report, 26,000 oz. of 
standard silver, valued at $30,000. 

In the deposit which was mainly composed of Span¬ 
ish dollars, there were Three Hundred and Twenty-one 
United States Dollars. These were not melted but were 
returned by the Chief Coiner to the Treasurer of the 
Mint on June 28th together with Thirty-four Thousand 
Quarter Dollars, total weight 7,644 oz. 17 dwt. 8 grains, 
value $8,821. The remainder of the Thirty Thousand 
Dollars value was paid to the Bank July 31, 1805. 

It will be seen that the supposed coinage of Three 
Hundred and Twenty-one Dollars in 1805 is easily ex¬ 
plained when the matter is shown as al>ove to be purely 
a bookkeeping entry. 

I 










THE FOLLOWING CORRESPONDENCE 
IS SELF EXPLANATORY 


Mr. C. H. Rembold is the Manager of The Cincinnati 
Times-Star Company and Mr. M. D. Ervin is the 
Washington Correspondent of the Times-htar. 


Cincinnati, September 19, 1932. 


s Club Building, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. M. D. Ervin, 

RooiA 1393 National 1 

My dear Mr. Ervin:— 

I am after information which I think you can procure for me. 

There is no definite proof that the Government coined a silver dollar 
for 1804. Shortly after I began collecting coins, some W*«^*»^* 
dealer and collector'of coins in New York City toid me positively that the 
Government never coined an 1804 dollar. Last Saturday ajMn who 
travels about the country and buys and sells coins and who fo * f j gac- 
tion told me that the so-called 1804 dollars now and then on exhibition 
«re "Smously coined in 1838 by employees in the mm and . 
'Se Je faked out of either tha'lSOl, 1802 or 18Q3 dies,.which apparently 
-^ sJrto be had lying about the mint. He also told me that the 
coinage of any year is really fixed by Congress and that after the pirn- 
chase of silver is authorized it is stipulated that a certain amount shall 
SToined irno dimes, quarters, halves or dollars. There is absolutely 
no evidence that Congress ever authorized the coinage of silver dollar 
for 1804. 

I am to speak before a meeting of the Scottish Rite on the evening 
of October 6 and I would like to get the above question authoritatively 
answered by someone in the Director of Mints Office. 

Will you now proceed to get me this information, and oblige. 


Yours very truly. 






Washington, September 22, 1932. 


Mr. C. H. Rembold, 
Cincinnati Times-Star. 


My dear Mr. Rembold:— 

Your informant made a perfect score. He w a s 100, per cent wrong. 
After a long talk with Miss Mary M. O’Reilly, Assistant Directofot 
the MM, who backed up her statements with the official records of the 
Mint, I think I have the right information. 

The Mint records show that there were 19,570 silve^dollare struct 

,t the*Philadelphia Mint in 18C4 In 1805 thgt w... ■ J, cm. 

a&s to 1838 inclusive no silver dollars we.e coinsd -t 
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• cotoed. Xu 1837 none were| corned. From ‘^ Jf*. ^ 

Tee with the single exception ol 1858. some silver ao-lfer; were m.nec 
m h year. From 1874 to 1877 inclusive there were none coined. In 18 
MintVgan to coin silver dollars under the Bland Allison act and 
;;,r the Sherman act and continued until 1904. It then csued untff 
302 l when it began again under the Pittman act and continued to >928. 

Mfts O’Reilly explained the story that the 1804 dollars were minted 
in 1838 or some other year, a story whicl* she had previously heard. At 
that time it seems there was not the strict regulation regarding the use 
of dies that exists now. The dies of one year were used until the dies 
of the succeeding year were ready and they were not always on Jauw*. 

It is nnssible. she said, that some of > 

if struck in 1805 there is no way of knowing, but 

according to Miss O’Reilly. j^SSliJdha^ h * Ve 

Jars in 1838 from dies dating bacTtoTs^of^r.,^, smcethe weight 
oi the silver dollar was reduced in 1837 from 416 grams to 412.5 grains. 

V. the present time the dies used in any year are destroyed in the pres¬ 
ence of witnesses at the close of business on, the last calendar day of the 
f a nd there is a very heavy penalty for failure to do sc 

There is no doubt, however, that most, if not all of the silver dollars 
whldtTbore"iHe dite 7804, of which, thgrg^were 19,570, *vere struck during 
OreTfflSSairySFTgS* and ah^ere te03L_gemnne 1894 axes. There are 
SfSeat two 1804 doTarTtoThe coin collection at the niMVjf 

Mint, both of fittWar* «»• There is a s3igbt f' 

f & ence"hTdesigin indicating that two seET bf dies were used during that 

year. 

As to special congressional authorization for the coinage of silver 
dollars in 1804, none was needed. There is a tendency to for®*’that 
rcm the beginning of our monetary system until x873 the United States 
was on a bimetallic standard The mint act of 1792, wnich established 
our monetary system, authorized the free coinage, of gold and silver at 
the ratio of one to fifteen. This act remained in effect without change 
until 1834 when, by reducing the weight of the gold coins the ratio was 
changed to one to sixteen. It will be seen, therefore, that no special 
authorization was necessary for the coining of suver dollars. Anyone 
with silver could bring it to the mint and have it coined into dollars or 
subsidiary silver coins, coinage of which was also free. 

It was found, however, that the new American dollars were attractive 
to the people of the West Indies and Central and South America and 
they were shipped out of the country about as fast as they were made. 
For that reason the mint discouraged their coinage In 1803 there were 
66 064 silver dollars coined and to 1804 the figure dropped to 19,570 and 
the following year to 321. This was practically a suspension of such 
coinage and in May, 1886, President Jefferson issued an executive order 
(still to existence) giving formal sanction to this suspension. 

The story <fc subsidiary coins is somewhat different The act of 1834, 
W h|ch changed the ratio of .gold to saver from 15 to i to ; .s to 1. unaer~ 
valued silver* the market rgtte during this whole period being about 
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coinage in 1928 . Under at act no more silver dollars ean be struck *»y 
9 —the mints without special authority from congress. 

I have written tills rather fully and no doubt much of it is old stuff 
to you butTc^ldn't tell the complete story very well without bringing 
it all in. I hope it won’t bore yon. 


Sincere^ yours, 


TEX ERVIN. 










1804 - 1805 U. S. Silver Dollar as reported in London, 


These coins were brought to Chase National Bank November 18, 1939, and 
submitted to Vernon L. Brown in unopened sealed package from Johnson, St. 
Louis, by Miss M. A# Dunn, 144 l nroe Street, Brooklyn, New York. 

On Brown'; notice I met Miss Dunn at the Bank, noon, Xl/20/39. She* 
had left the coins with Brown and previous to her arrival they had been dis,-. 
cussed and impressions t&s attached;.made of them. She showed me a letter t 
from Johnson re sending the coins and "that they were altered dates of U.- S. 
dollars and that he had. so advised Spink’s, London, from whom they had been • 
received, the; directing Johnson to send them to Miss Dunn to hold for ad¬ 
vice from the owner. Miss Dunn said they were owned by a friend norr§spondent 
in England and she did hot otherwise know anything about them. She took ^ 
the coins with her. 
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THE 1804 U. S. SILVER D0LDAK 
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The most notorious coin of our country is the silver dollar dated 1804, 
It is far from being the rarest of our coinage but has the distinction ol? 
being publicised.and held in memory. This distin ction . I believe, came 
from general press reference following a sale, over 60 years ago, when it 
sold for over ^500. 

Traveling for years with an exhibit - Moneys of the World - and in 
answer to frequent inquiries 1 had the 1804 represented, it was an altered 
date. The best 1 know. It is here on exhibit. , :y , 

We have a first water 1804 on the market now.^jhe oataloger an- J ^ 
nounoes ten pages of the catalog will be given to the story# The catalog 
is promised for next month. It should be interesting. 

I have given considerable thought and investigation regarding this 
coin and just so it might not seem the other fellow’s thunder I am here for 
my say. % 

We are considering a strange coin: The records say over 19,000 

were struck. I do not believe one of them was struck i the year dated. We 
have fairly tales about their being used to pay an indemnity to Tripoli, and 
that it was a great shipbuilding year a^id a dollar was plaoed under the m£St.* 
I do not knew of one coining from Tripoli or from under a mast. 

Accounting for the mint record we should consider that ur dor the then 

4 

difficult expensive methods coin dies were used regardless of date. 

We have a record of 305 silver dollars coined in 1*305, Sc far as 1 
know there is no such animal. Government documents show that numbers of 
Spanish pesos, then legal money, were received over the ’’counter 1 ’ and suppos 
entered,- the records as new coin. Strange as it may be an ’’1805” is here. 


WSsM\ ' Dei laugh when you see it. 

■ 

Mfekw ,. .. 1 have j*Hr*r fcM * a*fen»« for the 1804 dollar being struck in the 









ya&r dated. I have had the satisfaction of viewing several of the accepted spec¬ 
imens, evidences of which are here. It is notable that all are from the same 
obverse die, there are a variety of obverse, and none of the so oalled orig- 
inaldj^iave a well lettered edge and thos^ classed as restrikes have pieced. co?~ 
lars to try to make a lettered edge to fit the day dated. 

My discussion of the coin with several of the old catalogers brought tjie 
echo "He doesn't have one and never expects to have one." Well, the time came 
when I had one. I did not prize the coin more than before I had Posses¬ 

sion of the coin proved an asset in disguise. While exhibiting for the 
First Rational Bank, Detroit, I met a man ambitious to have notable coins. 

Under persuasion I sold him a Wass Molitor and Humbert $50. piece. He wanted 
an 1804 dollar and commissioned me to obtain one for him up to $3000. Soon 
aftdr I located a well known restrike and purchased it. Mail inquiry to my 
Detroit contact brought no reply. On my next visit there I learned that he 
was a fly by night, get rich quick individual and no one knew where he had gone. 
Well t 1 had my 1804, more cash outlay than I could afford. It proved a bless¬ 
ing in disguise. It was an aid in selling my collect' n to the Chase National 
Bank. 

Making an entour exhibit for the Chase at one of its branches, a c&iler 
said he was a free lance writer on hobbies. Ke marveled over my exhibited 
phoney of the 1804. I said, that is an altered date* come back to the vault 
and I will show you a real one. He was the Junk Snupper writer in the Satur¬ 
day Evening rost, and gave me a ri^e, later to be recorded in his book by the 
same title. The ride was a in my sale to the Chase. ^ 

There are two classes of 1804,so called originals and restrikes. Of the 
originals we know of six, of the restrikes I accredit ten. AU from the same 
obverse die, reverses vary, of the restrikes no one knows anythin,- definite.^ 

They are said to have been made in the mint at different times up to 1869 
when the dies were destroyed. Most of the restrikes, according to m record, 
can be traced hack to mint officials. Ten were disclosed »s produced in the 
1.36CS nine were recovered and destroyed, the other * E one to Europe' came to 









light *i,: tn ' Blendenning sal.. long known as the“Uverpool dollar', wa* I^cupt 


by flenry' Chapman for Yirgul M. Brand. 

During the past month I said to Mr. Boyd that I would like to explode 
a little before our Club about the V. S. 1804 silver dollar. He agreed, an- 
nouncement followed and here I am to deliver* 

Sever a dealer and always independent in judgment I found interest in 

this much discussed coin. 

For the first time in many ears there is now for sale at mail auction 
an authenticated specimen. It is from the late Mr. Dunham's collection ana 
is well pedigreed. In tribute to my old friend, Mr. Dunham, I state he was 
an honored gentleman, a real collector, and a friend to those who knew him. I 
knew him well* 

- -yatrjigtrt; -1 ■ ~what~» 


V ^ ofrhi * tv.uwder-l rea'- 

a^bwnetitsisr'-dmrji'ot^ne regarding the coin. 

The late Mr. Nlxen in the Journal of Numismatics wrote considerable 
on the subject. I purchased his set of the Journal, now in the Chase library 


, which has many marginal notations. I have tried to absorb them all. Cata- . _ 
logers of Mr. ii'ixen's time accepted his research, part o, wM-Oh "^r~.'^ 0r • 

•Be credited a specimen in copper as being in the Pioneer 1 s.SSS* in - aR frartoisco. 


Or examination it proved to be false. J ™ .,. ( 6^^ 

, w, JU ^ a M a-*a**e*»-*<^ ^-del-t*rsr seBwWjrt'ori giiral S 'Slid 'fSerErJKw. 

^ bha ul l t H„l*e W nBi*. w .du a >t know. OP the -reetrikes we • 

ur.o f f 1 f rtqi"- r o o ord. Th«o doubt; .that th* ^strikes wcre-surreptititnw* 

HYf+i traced back to mia,t, officials. 

Of the originals there are six, and so far as traced ten rostrikes are 
now owned by col lectors or their estates. Some of the restates are coming on 
narket/ 0 -"'' 

Three of the aocredited originals are in public institutions. 
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Of the accepted six 1804’s as original there is the one in the Government 
eolleotiob at the Smithsonian and in the Massachusetts Historial Society and 
in the Omaha Library that matches it* It has been my satisfaction to iipspeot 
about all the recognized specimens. 


X'f we accept the six specimens which are identical as to dies with the 
Stickney and.National Museum specimens as originals, other products from the 
same obverse die are classed as restrikes. these I accept ten. 


Q^t hfi t hre e of the ft!iirrmp rivet? ^rn-rnh^rtV, « 

ilm Wiii 1 iM't*"tffTgTa.milftmfthffl, ftiMiVr fclVm rr rnti ftftf 


i « -4» he- “ Mae s a 1 elm tret t g ■* ttitrterfrgl « 


Of the other three, the Dexter-Dunham 


dollar is now on the market, the Atwater estate holds the famous Stickney spec- * 


imen and the Parmlee-Kannirt; do 11? r is owned by Mr. Lament du po t. 

t od res trike< ?,, shGjatn.n 11. of eh hot bn fettfraafl hnak <to-- 

TRilTlti Both Mr. Atwater and Mr. du Pont their "ori. ' . ls M 

duplicated in type by restrikes. The National Museum ha; one,. The Davis 




dollar, an old time talk-about, is in the Hale estate. Mr. Hale has been 
dead for many years. The John W. Garret estate has one also Newcomber, 



Virgil Brand and Colonel Green estates. 


The former ?,erbe specimen. is now 
in the Chase National Bank’s collection cane from Mr. jUfcwypth 1 8 estate. Idw * ** 1 
obtained it, with a good background, via Superintendent c Mint, SkiabcwstsxirKX*- 




tttoEuntx^pdbtttaxfudri^ M r. B oby s 1 e 11 - 

all to do with the Cplumbian exposition coins, 150?.-3. 


Mr. Elswp’th had 

He -Cffid Mr. Bcbyshell 




were fond friends. 




*WV &J.& « f i*' v» 

specimen attributed by good authority, ! It is a family treasure ir 


the vicinity of Philadelphia and I miss ny. --nose if it cannot be traced back 


to -ta Mint-^^^U...d 
Never have so wany been in prospeot as right now 




Of the six first ater and the ten restrikes not are obtainable. 
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Gas Mitel States Silver Dollar 1805 
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r. 










Expert Appraisals 

Your Collection or Duplicates Sold 
Promptly at Auction Sale 
or Purchased for Casli 


M. H. BOLENDER 


American Numismatic Society 
American Numismatic Association 
Iowa Numismatic Association 
Chicago Coin CluL, etc. 


Member of 


NUMISMATIST 

DEALER IN RARE COINS AND PAPER MONEY 


ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS 


1126 Benson Blvd. 


FREEPORT, ILLINOIS 


September 1, 1950 


Mr. Louis S. Werner 


P. 0. Box 152, 

New York 35, N.Y., 


Dear friend Werner: 


By this time you have probably returned from the 


convention, and permanently out of jail. You have been our 
sergeant-at-arms faithfully for many years, but this was the 
most exciting convention for you. Be assured, that your many 
friends were back of you 100%, and you are all the more dear 
to our hearts. You have proven your loyalty to the A.N.A. many 
times before. 

Now I have been answering mail, and have finally had 
the fun to further study the rubbings of the ”1805 dollar”, which 
I enclose, together with the printed correspondence between 
Mr. Rembold and Mr. Ervin. As to the latter, there is so much 
wrong or questionable information or comment that I consider 
this as a whole of little value* Apparently Mr. Ervin was not a 
well-informed man, either on the 1804 dollar itself, or on 
all the records obtainable. 


The rubbings are not good enough, of course, for me 

qtitt o fM r* 1 11 <a 1 r\-r\ a <a -Kh ** 1 PClR rl 1 1 crr> n 


to arrive at any definite conclusion, as to the ”1805 dollar” 
and the coin would have to be sent to me for careful examination 
before a final word from me, or an opinion. 


However, from the rubbings, the coin seems to 


have been struck from the obverse die of 1803 B-l, and from the 
reverse die of 1803 B-4 (reverse A in my book, plate IX). 


Therefore, it may be a cleverly altered date from 


1803, which would require a minimum of ”fixing” of the top of the 
3 to make a 5 such as exists on the coin. The type of the figure 
on this die make it easy. 

Secondly, the 1803 B-l die could have been altered 
to 1805, and thus coined as a real 1805. 

Thirdly, it may turn out to be a new and perfect die 
of 1805, but that could only be determined upon closest 
inspection, and a comparison with my other die varieties, all 
known pieces of which I have in the 165 different coins in my 
collection before 1804. 


If the coin is sent to me registered, I will be 


glad to give an opinion, without charge, because I his 

most interesting. 



With kindest personal regards,/! am. 
Very truly yours. 







September 8,1950 


Mr. M.E.Bolender 
1126 Benson Blvd. 

Freeport, Ill. 

■ ’7 dear Ur. Bolender: 

Ehis will acknowledge the receipt of yeut 
letter of the 1st. inet ., Shank yon for your cheerful 
words of oonfldenoe in as.In f’orway,! was told,one Iras 
not ashamed to be arrested by the GesJjapo. y only re¬ 
gret for my first arrest in my life,I should hare given 
him cause for Assault and Battery as charged on the 
warrant.If my arrest.which proved their failure,and bring 
back peace and good fellowship again to the AJTA.then I 
will say,"I have but one reputation to offer to my AITA". 

In reference to the 1805 dollar,I will send 
it on to you for your inspection,within a week or 10 days. 
1 wil1 eead b y registered mail insured,you will return 
it the same way and I will repay you the mailing ofearges. 

It was nice meeting with you again,altho l 
have known you personally since my first convention in 
Chicago 1933,1 still consider AKA Conventions as family 
re-unions,yes its makes ones heart beat faster.when they 
have friends 113c© you. 

With kind regards. 

cordially and most sinc©rely yours. 




M. H. BOLENDER 

DEALER IN 

RARE COINS AND PAPER MONEY 
APPRAISALS—AUCTION SALES 

1126 BENSON BLVD. 
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L. S, WERNER 


P. O. BOX 152 

WASHINGTON BRIDGE STATION 


NEW YORK 33, N. Y, 


December 6,1950 


M.H.Bolen&er 
1126 Benson 31v& * 

Freeport,111. 

Dear Mr.Bolender: 

In reference to sending you my 1805 Silver Dollar for 
an opinion as you hastve suggested in your letter of Sept,1st,, 
I am enclosing my letter I received from my insurance broker. 

I am trying to get a complete coverage for the coin,all 
my company will give me a coverage on the registered mail,but 
will not cover me while it "is in your hands. 

I wish you try with your insurance broker,to get an 
insurance coverage,during the period of time the coin is with 
you and when you return it by registered mall.I will pay the 
entire cost of the insuranee,without any cost on your part. 
Insure the coin for ;;<10,000,for as long as time you think you 
need to examine the coin and then insure it for m&t/ the same 
amount stored mail, 

Please send me the estimate cf the entire cost of in¬ 
surance, (for the period of time in your custody and the reg¬ 
istered mail.) & 



the bo£h of us. 


Looking forward to hearing from you,and/with kind regards. 


Cordially ^nd most sincerely yourg 



bS.a lease return the enclosed letter to me 

C « 





A V 8( ? D ,°” ar Covered (?) 

f a ‘ No specimens of this data v>. 
heretofore turned up and n 
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dollars „ f „„ earlier 
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conjecture on his part 
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Page 742 . w« a«i: 

™* NU "' SWAT, c scrapbook magaz, 
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B. MaxMehi. 

M’MISMATIST 
rdm wo; th,texa^. 



December 16th 
m y 55th Numismatic Year 
“'1955* 


jix*. Frank M. Stirling, 

Baton Rouge, ba. 


Dear li r. Stirling:- 


Thank you very »ch ihdeed for yorr^letter 
c I3tli mid the photograph of the 1805 Doll - 


Have heard of this coin several year*‘ago. 

The late *r. Johnson and he 

that he had seen it; that it came u described it, 

thought it was a pure out-ar.d-out as he deaoribed^t, 

"fake" There was an 1804 Dollar along 

having seen the coin I can't ** ° f 

course it could have be 

and that ii :..s ■&*> g^iuxtte. 
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THE C OIN COLLECTOR 


WW®'f f 105 U. So SILVER DOLLAR! 



“toted in 1805, tne f grS I aut^iS E€OR!)S ® tete no dollars were 
Werner of New’ York City “£ It °^ UTnism ^> Mr. L s 
ow^d it! Furthermore he suhmif/li ^ / 3ne was minted, ns he 
tt at national conventions! b “ te te p,cture - and has exhibited 

tender, another* greSjacJerf aJ1 1803 Mr. Bo- 
an altered date as it is strong and^evewl 0 * 1 * 1 ^’ could not detect 
Yot> cannot compare this i unJ' evenly worn. Werner adds 

;£f“«=rteUcs. for the cL^S 

^ 4 m aS own identifications.™^ th 1803 to an 18C4 * Each 

.|1.00 variety. Tt i^the Go^ech^lLIrdoLT^f 3110 ?® 5 ' major u - s - 
j This overdate will prove once and tor a?f 1 ?L StrU *i k 4 over the 1859. 
collars were not struck as dated on the rU . K f hat the r *obrecht 
major or minor varieties nn it «“ . e coms > b «t past 1859. These 

1 th e h obby* tieS on U * S ’ coin s add considerable zest to 
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Werner's 1805 If, S. Silver Dollar! 



WHILE ALL THE OFFICIAL RECORDS state no 
dollars were minted in 1805, the great authority on 
numismatics, Mr. L. S. Werner of New Ycrk City 
claims at least one was minted, as he owned it! Fur¬ 
thermore he submits its picture, and has exhibited 
it at national conventions! Some claim it may be an 
altered date, from an 1803. Mr. Bolender, another 
great expert on old large dollars, could not detect 
an altered date as it is strong and evenly worn. 
Werner adds, “You cannot compare this 1805 coin to 
the 1804, for the classical characteristics, nor fan you 
compare the 1803 to an 1804. Each date has its own 
identifications.” Mr. Werner claims to have just dis¬ 
covered another major U.S. $1.00 variety, it is the 
obrecht 1838 dollar struck over the 1859. This over- 
ollars were not struck as dated on the coins, but 
ist 1859. These major or minor varieties or. U. S. 
>ins add considerable zest to the hobby! 















august 3,1960 

Mr,Louie Bliasberg 
P,0 .Box 508 
Baltimore 3, Md. 

Bear Mr .Sliasberg: 

Not too long ago on one of your visits to New York City.it was 
my pleasure to talk with you about my U.S.1805 Silver Dollar. 

No doubt you read about this 1805 Dollar that was publicized 
in various numismatic perodieals. 

During our conversation I told you that you will be given the 
first opportunity to buy it,it is only fair,as you are the owneaj 
of the Worldft Greatest Collection of United States Coins.1 know 
present this opportunity to you. 

I will not go into the details at this time, as to the history, 
etcs. of this coin.I do want to bring to your attention that the 
coin is genuine,according to sworn and signed documents from two 
outstanding Metallurigal Chemists,along with enlarged photos of 
the coin and date taken by the latest machines used by them. 

I am fully convinced moreso now than ever before,that this coin 
is a genuine die struck piece,I have,besides the metallurigal 
reports,numerous records,etcs,that 1805 Silver Dollars were struck. 

If you are interested in the coin,I will allow you to select your 
own metallurigal chemist to test the coin without any obligations 
or cost to you,providing I am their when the coin is being tested. 

Looking forward for an early reply, with kind regards 



Siouis S,Werner 
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LOUIS E LIAS BERG 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 


COAUAERCIAL bankers 


MUNSEY BUILDING 



August 17, I960 


Mr. L. S. Werner 

1270 Broadway Cor. 33rd St. 

Room 514 

New York 1, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Werner: 

I want to thank you for your offer of the 
1805 Silver Dollar. 

As I do not find any record of its exist¬ 
ence other than your communication, I would not be 
interested in buying it. 


Very truly ym*.rs. 



LE:DE. 











OPTION TO EUBCHASE 


CrJm 




AND 

CUSTODY AGREEMENT 


For an i in consideration of One Dollar ($1.00), receipt where¬ 
of is hereby acknowledged, and other good and valuable considerations, 
L* S. WERNER, hereinafter referred to as Optionor, hereby grants to 
A, J. OSTHEIMEB, 3rd, hereinafter referred to as Optionee, an option, 
exercisable at any time prior to July 1, 1S61, to purchase for a price 
of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) those two certain coirs, here¬ 
inafter referred to as the Subject Coins, which are the subject matter 
of the attached statement of M. H. Bolender dated December 8, 1960, 
the attached letter from Optionor to Optionee dated December 11, 1960, 
and the attached statement of Optionor dated December 12, 1960. 

Optionor agrees that if Optionee shall die prior to July 1, 1960, 
then Optionee's wife, JACQUENETTE C. OSTHEIMER, shall thereafter 
possess all of Optionee's rights hereunder in the same manner as if this 
Option had been granted to said JACQUENETTE C. OSTHEIMER m the 
date hereof. 

If Optionee shall elect to exercise the within option then the pur¬ 
chase price shall be paid in installments as follows: 

$8, 500.00 concurrently with the notice of election 
to exercise this option; 

$8, 500.00 on or before January 15, 1962; 

$8, 500,00 on or before January 15, 1963; and 
$4, 500.00 on or before January 15, 1964. 

Each unpaid installment of the purchase price shall be evidenced 
by Optionee's promissory note, which shall carry no interest, dated as 
of the date of exercise of this Option and maturing on the due date of 
the respective installment. 










If Optionee ©hall elect to exercise this Option, then notice of 
such election shall be given to Optionor by registered or certified mail 
addressed to Optionor at 1270 Broadway, New York 1, New York. 

Optionee acknowledges that Optionor has delivered possession 
of the Subject Coins to him for inspection and study and Optionor agrees 
that Optionee shall continue to have custody and possession of the Sub¬ 
ject Coins so long as this option is outstanding. Optionee agrees that 
if he shall fail to exercise this Option, then the Subject Coins will be 
delivered to Optionor on July I, 1961 or at such time prior to said date 
as Optionee may advise Optionor of his intention not to exercise this 
Option. 

In the event that the Subject Coins shall be lost or destroyed 
while in Optionee 1 © custody hereunder, then Optionee shall pay to 
Optionor the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) in install¬ 
ments as hereinbefore set forth and Optionor agrees to accept such pay¬ 
ments in full discharge of all of Optionee’s obligations to Optionor re¬ 
sulting from such loss or destruction. 

Optionor hereby acknowledges receipt from Optionee of the sum 
of Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($&, 500.00) as security for 
Optionee’s obligation to return the Subject Coins to Optionor if this 
Option is not exercised and Optionor agrees that upon the return of 
the Subject Coins to him he will return to Optionee the full amount of 
said security. 

Optionor and Optionee agree that in the event that Optionee shall 
elect to exercise this Option then the aforesaid Eight Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($8, 500.00) security deposit shall be retained by 
Optionor and shall, as of the date of exercise of this Option, consti¬ 
tute payment by Optionee of the installment of the purchase price which 
is required to be paid, under the terms hereof, concurrently with 
Optionee’s notice of election to exercise this Option. 







Optionor warrants that he has good and marketable title to the 
Subject Coins and agrees that upon receipt of notice of Optionee's elec¬ 
tion to exercise this Option and Optionee's promissory notes for the 
unpaid installments of the purchase price he will deliver to Optionee 
a Bill of Bale of the Subject Coins which shall contain such a warranty. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this 
agreement at Los Angeles, California on the 21st day of December, 
1961 . 

' L. S. Werner, 6ptionor 

X/j. Osthelmer, 3r5J 

Optionee 


- 3 - 
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ASSOCIATION NO. 2776 


MEMBER OF 

LDS ANGELES COIN CLUB 
□ RANGE COUNTY COIN CLUB 

Ban Gabriel Valley Coin clu 
MONTEREY Park coin Club 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
□ F SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


M. H. BOLENDER 

NUMISMATIST 

dealer in rare coins and paper money 

in MY 54th NUMISMATIC YEAR 


P. O. Box 63 

SAN MARINO, CALIF. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


MEMBER OF 
CENTRAL STATES 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
California State 

NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
GLENDALE COIN CLUB 
CHICAGO COIN CLUB 


Dec. 8, 1960 


To whom it may concern: 

Re: the Louis S. Werner silver dollar of 1804 

«- —. - « *■ "" ~ "I 1 0»«. BOO, 

doll.r (stlekne, M “,t.r U “‘ ” ’ 

w W n. ■"** 

« ... o, ... ««...« - •» •' ^ 7 ”7 ’ a 

, .. Of Ih. MM (on «>" Bnown IBM'. 1. 1* «» l « tf 

> •• — "- 11 ; ZZ'Z'l: 

. a 4 a nearer to the 1 than t 
while in the other known pieces the 8 is 

. h a ale crack which is very light along P 
This piece does not show a die 

mn , • T TFERTY The last star is slightly nearer bust, than 
of LIBERT in LIBERTY, me 

... ftf . ,.^13 leads me to believe that this com 
other known pieces. All of this 

. t o, t lt is struck from an 1804 die. 
an altered date, and that 

die used for this coin was a mint product, and the 
The reverse die ^ ^ B _ 4> and 

o „ TJ s silver dollars coined In 1801 
as used on D.b. 31 - LV for the 

B- 6 , 1803 (B-4 and B- 6 ), and was also the same rever 

1805 dollar. The borders and the lettered edge are similar t 

that of the other dollars minted at this early period at the U 

mint practice, as the reverse die of 1799 B -8 and B-19 was the same 
hie used for the reverse of the "Haseltine, R. Ooulton Davis, Hale, 
Idler and other specimens”. 
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Re: the Louis S. Werner silver dollar of 1804 (continued) 

page 2 

This 1804 dollar must have been struck at the U.S. mint 
early in 1804, as proven by the fact that the reverse die is in 
early stages. Later die breaks developed, very likely from coinage 
of some or most of the 1803 dollars, large thick 3 variety, believed to 
have been struck in 1804, making up the major part of the 19,570 
dollars coined in 1804, according to mint records. The same reverse die 
was used for this 1804 and this 1803 large thick 3 variety. 

The weight of this coin is normal for the period and slight wear. 

It is my opinion that this 1804 silver dollajx^Ls an authentic coin 
struck at the U.S. mint. 





M. H. Bolender 
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Club 


Dec. a, 1960 


Re: the Louis S. Werner silver dollar of 1805 

The obverse die used for this coin is unlike any other one of 

the e-rly silver dollars of the period used just before 1805, and 

therefore is favorable to the position that the date is as minted, 

and could not have been altered from any other date. The reverse 

die used for this coin was reverse die A as illustrated in my 

book on the early silver dollars, and the same as used for 

those coined in 1801 (B-2), 1802 (B-l, B-4, and B-6), 1803 (B-4 and 

B-6), and the Werner dollar of 1804. It was a U.3. mint product. 

The borders and lettered edge are similar to that of other silver dollars 
of this early period at the 13.3. mint. Using old reverse dies of former 
years for the new year's coins was common mint practice, as in the case 
of the reverse die of the 1799 dollar B-2 and B-19 being the same one 
used for striking the 1804 dollars known as the R. Coulton Davis, 
Haseltine, Hale, Graves, Idler pieces, and others. 


a careful and searching study of both obverse and reverse dies 
indicate that the engraver was the same as the one who cut the dies for 

the 1803 dollars, as well as 1801 and 1802, and 1804. This coin 
well could have been struck at the U.3. mint in 1805. Records show 
that a few dollars were struck in 1805. Most were probably from 
1803 or of other dates dies. Evidence indicates from a careful study 
that some of the 1803 silver dollars were struck in 1804. This is 
proven by a study of the various stages of die breaks, on the 
reverse used. It is my opinion that this 1805 dollar is an 
authentic coin struck at the U.3. n 












LIFE MEMBER AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
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LIFE FELLOW AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATIC GUILD 


L. S. WERNER 

1270 BROADWAY NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

LACKAWANNA 4-5669 

NUMISMATIC BROKER 
DEALER IMPORTER 

UNITED STATES and FOREIGN COINS of THE WORLD, U. S. PAPER MONEY, 
MEDALS, RARE STAMPS, GREEK and ROMAN COINS and OBJECTS of ART. 

December 11,1960 


Lear Mr.Ostheimer: 

This is ray second fantastic numismatic auction sale I attended in 
ray 36 years interest in numismatics. 

3 very choice and rare co 1 n 1 n the sale 11 f i new record prices, 
amid + his was one of the largest and most enthusiastic crowd of 
buyers ever to attend a Sta-ek sale. It was a honest sale 1 knew 
95 h of the buyers amid spoke to all of them before and after the 
sale.Svidently,from my conversation with the buyers,all told me 
if t-- they cant buy it no7/ it v/ill cost much more v:hen these 
items appear fpr resale r gain,so they bought and paid these record 
prices. 

I bought for you two lots,on lot 548 was sold to the book for *175 
and lot 551 sold for $39,when lot 551 was bought below your 3100 
I asked Stacks to sell rne lot 548 for 3185,which is still below 
your bids of 3260.90, 

Th| sjl im some highlights of a few lots.1804 opened for 316,000 their 
were 4 floor bidders and in no* Mme was sold for 328,000.1866 1852 
opened for $1100 was sold for 31400. 1866 opened for 35000 had 3 
bidders sold for 313,000.1870 S opened for 33590 sold for 39000. 
1884 Trade hollar sold for 36500. 

The fellow who bought the 1804 was determined to buy it r t any 
price up to $35,000.00. 

I will arrive in Los ^uigeles via TWa Flight 7 out. of TY arrives 
1 50 LM on Dec ,18th.,will stay at the Hilton 3tatler,plan to return 
on ^ec. 22nd..I will bring all data on the 1804 and 1805. 

It is kind of you to meet me at the airport,if you cant make it I 
will be pleased to meet you at the hotel. 



received the report from Mr ,-3 0 lender, I am very happy with it, I was 
as I feel today that both coins were the genuine strikings vdien 1 
bought them,especially whui I took them to Mr.^olender many years 
tcgo when he lived in Freeport, Ill. 

I v.'ill send lots 548 and 551 under seperate cover soon as I pick 
them up. 


Looking forward to seeing both you and 

Sincerely, 














LIFE MEMBER AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
LIFE FELLOW ROYAL numismatic society 


>W AMERICA J 
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L. S. WERNER 

1270 BROADWAY NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

LACKAWANNA 4-5669 

NUMISMATIC BROKER 
DEALER IMPORTER 

UNITED STATES and FOREIGN COINS of THE WORLD, U. S. PAPER MONEY, 

MEDALS, RARE STAMPS, GREEK and ROMAN COINS and OBJECTS of ART. 

December 12,1960 

To whom it may concern,the 1804 and 1805 U.S.Silver Dollar. 

These coins were sent from Spink's, London England in the Summer of 19S9 
to B.G. Johnson,St.Louis, Mo.for examination,who advised Spinks that they 
were altered dates and not genuine.The coins were then brought to barren 
Zerbe at the Chase National Bank, Nov.18,1939 Dy ^lss “ 1ri _ +ho 
Brooklyn. N.Y.,who showed Mr>erbe a letter from Johnson re ..ending th. 
coins Sd that they were altered dates of U.S.dollars and he had 3 ° 
advised Spinks,from whom they *•#* had been 

Johnson to send them to Miss Dunn for advise *»**h*from the omsr, ^.iss 
Dunn said they were qwned by a friend corresponder. t in England and s 
did not otherwise know anything about them.Mr. ^erbe examined the coins, 
agreed with the findings of Johnson,they were not genuine 1804 and 1805. 
Miss Dunn was advised to sell both coins to Mr. Zerbe who made paper 
impressions of both obv. and rev. of both dates for the record. 

Louis S. Werner bought both the 1804 and 1805 Silver cellars from 
Farran Zerbe on March 15,1941,*ith the understanding that the both coins 
are not genuine in appearance as compared to the known 1804 dollars. 

Mr. F.C.C.Boyd was told that Louis S.Werner bought the two coins from 
Mr.Zerbe.Mr. Boyd after examining the coins offered to trade with r. 
Werner for U.S.Paper Money,no trade was made. 

Mr.ftemer first exhibited the 1805 Dollar at the a .N .A.Convention at 
Phoenix,~riz.1951 9 

The early part of March, 1960,both coins were sent to the Academy ® 9 sting 
Laboratories Ino. 350 West 31st.St. New York City,to be tested and hav„ 
photographs made.On March 10,1960,report states that both coins are 
genuine and die struck. 

On June 22,1960,both coins were sent to Lucius PitkiA,In«. 47 Fulton St. 
New York City,to be tested and photographed, heport June 24,1960 stat^ 
both coins are genuine. 

On December 1,1960,both coins were sent to M.H.Bolender, P.O.Box 63 
San Marino, Calif, the recognized expert on the early U.S.Silver Dollars 
to check out and attribute the various obverses and reverses used in 
striking the both coins.The report is in detail,his opinion both coins 
are authentic coins struck at the U.S.Mint. 

We have records of 19,570 silver dollars coined in 1804 and 305 silver 
dollars were coined in 1805. The two coins 1804 and 1805 as the reports 
read are genuine die struck coins in their respective dates,comparing 
the edges with the 1801-2-3,the 1804 and 1805have the same elongated 
denticles. /) l J 















^ Jutk 31 ' ,u/ ^ 

SJlr^dU 


w 1 Kl ^ 

^JLtnJzAU f[b\__ 






January 5,,961 


LeWitt Stem, Guimann & Co. 

250 Fifth Ave. 

Hew York 1, U.Y. 

^ear Mr. Stem: 

as per ouf phone conversation.enclosed,pleas© find 
the two coin policies Fireman ? s Fund Insurance c o. 

Ho. 110514,$10,000.00 and He.110515, $15,000.00, 
both issued on 8/9/60, being returned for csncelaticth. 


Sincerely, 



2 end 


Louis S.Werner 








■nv. N9 44024 

dewitt stern, gutmann & co., inc. 

DATE 9/1/60 



INSURANCE 

BROKERS 


to Mr,Louis S,Vemer 

1270 Broadway 

New York City 


250 FIFTH AVENUE 

New York 1, N. Y. 


LExington 

2-4072 

INSURANCE COVERS 

1804 U S Silver Dollar 






COMPANY 

NUMBER 

AMOUNT 

TERM. 

EFFECTIVE 

EXPIRES 

PREMIUM 

lineman* s 

SPP110514 

$10,000. • 


lyr 

8/9/60 

8/9/61 

$60,- 



Vfof 

YOUR CHECK IS YOUR RECEIPT 

0 i it 




















'"V. N9 44025 

Date 9/l/6G 

DEWITT STERN, GUTMANN & CO., INC. 

INSURANCE BROKERS 

To Mr .Louis S Werner 

1270 Broadway 

New York City 


250 FIFTH AVENUE 

New York 1, N. Y. 


LExington 

2-4072 

INSURANCE COVERS 

1805 U S Silver Dollar 






COMPANY 

NUMBER 

AMOUNT 

TERM. 

EFFECTIVE 

EXPIRES 

PREMIUM 

» 

Fireman* s 

SFP110515 

|15,000.- 


lyr 

8 / 9/60 

8/9/61 

#90.- 



* /fo -T- 

YOUR CHECK IS YOUR RECEIPT 























ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


no. 282k date 8/9/60 

DEWITT STERN, GUTMANN 8c CO., INC. 


INSURANCE BROKERS 

TO 

Louis S. Werner 

1270 Broadway 

Hew York, N.Y. 

250 FIFTH AVENUE LExington 

New York 1, N. Y. 2-4073 

In accordance with your request, we have effected 

as of August 9th 

All Eisk Floater on l80h silver dollar- United States- $10,000. 

for period of one year. 

t 


> 

Subject to terms and conditions of the standard binder form used by insurance companies. 

Policy or endorsement will be forwarded to you when received by us. 

Please advise if the above is not in accordance with your instructions. 











ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


No 2g23 date q/ 9/6o 

dewitt stern, gutmann & co., inc. 

INSURANCE BROKERS 

Louis S. Werner 

1270 Broadway- 
New York, New York 

250 FIFTH AVENUE LExington 

New York 1, N. Y. 2-4073 

In accordance with your request, we have effected 

as of August 9th 

All Risk Floater on 1805 United States silver dollar- $15,000. 

for period of one year. 

1 


'Subject to terms and conditions of the standard binder form used by insurance companies. 

Policy or endorsement will be forwarded to you when received by us. 

Please advise if the above is not in accordance with your instructions. 











Mr. L.S. Werner 
1270 Broadway 
New York 1, N.Y, 


February 28. 1961 


Services i 


LOS ANGELES 14. CALIF., 


TO DEMPSEY, THAYER, DEIBERT & KUMLER, dr. 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

1104 Pacific Mutual Building 

MADISON 4-8201 


n re coin sale 


$25.00 


PASO 


DS,VifS£Y, THAYER, DEIEERT & KUMLER 










June 20,1961 


Dear Al and Jacque: 

Thank you very much fcr yours of the 19th. inst., 
refcranea the option. I do want you to know,I am 
3ust as pleased in sailing you the 1804-1805,as 
3'ou ware in purchasing than.I am sure the coins 
will bring to you,oasides the monetary rewards, 
a reward of satisfaction of the ownership and the 
happiness that your collection contains the only- 
known genuine coins. 

I will he all set to meet you in my office on the 
2? or 28 of June,it is a date. 

I called the L & If Stamp & Coin Co* and spoke with 
Mr. Victor (some character).I had to go into detail# 
why X am calling.I never heard of him or his firm 
and he never hoard of *ae either.After a long con* 
versation,ho promised me that he will send you your 
refund soon as his son returns home June 26th., he 
is the only one who has the authority to sign checks. 

Ha gave many reasons why he refused to return your 
claim in full,one was that the 1942/1 dime is not 
the one he suit you,the one you returned he sai& 
had a scratch,besides,the coins were returned 2 weeks 
after date, etes, etos.I told him to forget about his 
silly ideas,and make good for the full amount.I am 
holding on to the correspondence for your arrival at 
ay office, let me know if he sent the check. 

X want to pass on to you this important advise. 

Due to the great amount of robberies all over the countrrf, 
and now that your name is wall known,please do not give your 
home address to anyone whom you dont know personally,get 
yourself a post office mailing box or give your business 
address,if you must give an address. A,pin, please do not 
deal with Inknown dealers,they have and never will have any¬ 
thing good to offer,like many others I know, once they get 
your money, you must take them to court to collect. 

Will be looking for you,best to you and the Princess. 



July 19,1961 


fir, A .Kodoff 
P.0.Box 456 
Ticino ,Calif. 

Bear Abe: 

* 

I wish you do me this personal favor,hope I can 
do the same for you some day. 

I am seeking some information about a so-called. 
Smith of Ann Street. In the Kenny book "Copies 
of Sarly American Ceins^he has something on 
Smith Counterfits,page 14. 

Abe you have been around a long long time,both 
as a collector and one of the top dealers,tell 
me if you can,who was Smith of Ann Street, \vhat 
was his work,what did he do numismatically, 
besides the Kenny article.the same now appears 
in the Crosby reprint.Bid he do any other 
counterfiting besides the large cents.Bo you 
have some of his items in your collection,did 
you ever have or see some of his work.Can you 
give me a description of any item,can you supply 
me with photos on anything he is known to have 
made,I will pay all the costs. 

Any information you can furnish me with,will be - 
greatly appreciated,and it is important that I 
hear from you at your earliest,soon as possible. 

Kindest personal regards. 






July 19 t 1961 


Mr. George Fuld 
P.O.Box 6047 
Baltimore 31, Md. 

Bear George: 

I wish you do me this personal favor,hope I 
can be of some service to you some day. 

I am seeking some information about a so-calle|. 
Smith of Ann Street, In the Kenny bookCopies 
gf 3arly American Coins”,on page l#,also in 
the reprint in Crosby ,listed as Smith Counter- 
fits. 

George you have been a collector for a very 
long time of Sarly Americana Numismatics,now 
President of such organization. Tell me, in allj 
your years collecting ,did you ever hear of thaj 
name besides,those I mentioned,who was he, what 
was his work and what did other items was his 
name connected with.I would appreciate an 
itemized list,photos if possible,! will pay 
the cost. 

Any information you can furnish me,will be 
greatly appreciated,and it is important Geogge 
that I hear from you at your earliest,soon as 
possible,please. 

Kindest personal regards. 







July 19,1961 


Mr* Kagaa 

Suite 400~03 Royal Union Bldg, 
Dos Moines 9, Iowa 

le&r Art: 


1 wish you do mn this personal faror t hope to 
do the game for you some day* 

1 am seeking some information about a "omifch 
oi. Ann Street”,which appears in the Kenny book 
' ^°,gx&3 of Jar ly America Coins”,page 14, under 
” Smith Counter-fits”. 


Pleaso tell me, in all your years as a collector 
ariu too outstanding dealer that you are,did you 
Z Ye *' of that name mentioned in connection, 

besides tne Kenny article,in any other series 
of numismatics. 


i >0 you have say of his item* la your collection 
will you aeeerihe them,do you know of any other 
ao.Uector who would know o- have any j li8 
itSiae,in their collections,can you provide me 
with photos,- will pay all costs. 

^ information you can furnish me with .will he 
greatly appreciated,and it !,;• vary important 

poesihle? ar ir °“ y ° U at your 9al ‘li9st.soon as 
Kindest personal regards. 
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P. O. BOX 456 * ENC1NO, CALIFORNIA 


STate 4-5005 


July 27, 1961 


Mr. L. S. Werner 

Box 152 - Washington Bridge Sta. 

New York 33, N.Y. 

Dear Lou: 

I have your letter of the 19th. I've been away for a few days 
and now I'll try to dig up what I can on this Smith of Ann Street. 

Unfortunately, my material on this subject would not be of too 
much help as it is not yet organized and I don't know when I'll 
ever get to it. I can't seem to help you any further than what 
you already know and have been scratching my head hoping I 
could come up with something. I know this is not very encourag¬ 
ing but perhaps you have run across someone with some of the dope. 
Have you tried Pittman? I think he might have something on it. 

I'm sure you've been in touch with the Fuld's and certainly they, if 
anyone, can be of help. 

See you in Atlanta. 




Professional Numismatists Guild, Inc., International Ass’n. of Professional Numismatists, 
American Numismatic Ass’n., American Numismatic Society, etc. 


MEMBER 
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PAUL KAGIN 

400 Royal Union Building 
Des Moines 9, Iowa 


August 14, 1961 


Mr. L. S. Werner 

1270 Broadway 

New York 1, New York 

I finally completed checking all ay records and cannot 
find anything about "Smith of Ann Street". I guess my 
recollection of it must have been from Kenny*s book, 
but can f t find anything else. Sorry. 


Since rely, 



P. S. You might check with Eric Newman, who will be at 
the Atlanta convention. 






ALFRED J. QSTHEIMER, 3RD 

4607 KAHALA AVENUE • HONOLULU, HAWAII 96316 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


July 25, 1983 


Mr. Lester Merkin 
515 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Lester: 

You told me that you had the file of Louis Werner covering 
the 1804 and 1805 Ostheimer Silver Dollars and that you had promised 
Lou that you would give that to the ANA. Since we know of no difference 
of opinion which now exist with respect to this matter, we believe that 
would be a proper gift to the ANA on the condition that there are no 
restrictions as to its use. Would you be nice enough to send me a copy 
of any letter you write to the ANA. 


We have been told by Ken Bressett that the ANA will accept the 
file accordingly. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310$ 


July 25, 1983 


Mr. Lester Merkin 
515 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Lester: 


You told me that you had the file of Louis Werner covering 
the 1804 and 1805 Ostheimer Silver Dollars and that you had promised 
Lou that you would give that to the ANA. Since we know of no difference 
of opinion which now exist with respect to this matter, we believe that 
would be a proper gift to the ANA on the condition that there are no 
restrictions as to its use. Would you be nice enough to send me a copy 
of any letter you write to the ANA. 

We have been told by Ken Bressett that the ANA will accept the 
file accordingly. 



Eric P. Newman 


jah 


cc: Mr. Kenneth Bressett 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


July 25, 1983 


Mr. Lester Merkin 
515 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Lester: 

You told me that you had the file of Louis Werner covering 
the 1804 and 1805 Ostheimer Silver Dollars and that you had promised 
Lou that you would give that to the ANA. Since we know of no difference 
of opinion which now exist with respect to this matter, we believe that 
would be a proper gift to the ANA on the condition that there are no 
restrictions as to its use. Would you be nice enough to send me a copy 
of any letter you write to the ANA. 

We have been told by Ken Bressett that the ANA will accept the 
file accordingly. 



Eric P. Newman 


jah 

cc: Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
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